P R AY E R
Our Father, Lord of life and God of
infinite mercy, in your loving providence,
you chose your servant Angel Riesco to
faithfully serve your Church as Bishop and
Founder of the Apostolic Missionaries
of Charity. We beseech you to grant us the
fidelity of your Son’s disciples, the unity
He asked for them, and the fortitude we
need to be committed witnesses of your
loving presence among men and women in
the world. We ask you for the humility and
simplicity Jesus taught us and the charity
that brought Him to the Cross.
With humble confidence, we beseech you
to glorify your servant Bishop Angel and to
grant us through his intercession the
special favour we ask of you. We ask you
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory)
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Bishop Angel Riesco Carbajo was born on July 9
of 1902 in Bercianos de Vidriales (Zamora), in the
Diocese of Astorga (León – Spain).
As a child he lived the experience of an immigrant in Argentina. From that time he kept in his
memory the sentence that could be read on the
façade of the school: “To be good is the most valuable
thing in this world”.
As a student at the University of Comillas he
excelled in his fidelity to the gifts received from God
leaving behind in the Seminary the example of a
devout young man. His apostolic zeal especially in
the area of catechesis was admirable. He had great
interest in the missions, a deep appreciation for the
Eucharist and a profound devotion to the Virgin
Mary and St. Joseph.
His presbyteral ordination took place in the
Mayor Seminary of Astorga on July 25, 1926.
As parochial Vicar in La Bañeza, he dedicated
himself especially to the ministry of Catechesis, the
service to the poor and the sick. He worked with the
apostolic movements, especially Catholic Action.
He promoted the spiritual life of the faithful and he
took care of the parish of Santa María as its pastor.
With love and self dedication he fostered the
various kinds of consecrated and priestly life by promoting vocations and by being a spiritual guide to
numerous consecrated persons.
In 1957, he founded the Institute Apostolic Missionaries of Charity, with the special charisma of
charity, inspired in St. Paul: “Caritas Christi urget
nos”. This impelled him to give the Institute a uni-

que characteristic in those days: to make possible the
consecrated life in the world open to sick persons, to
persons of limited formal education and financial
means, to people who because of these and similar
reasons did not fit in any Institute of consecrated life
of that time. Pontifical Approval of the Institute was
granted on August 15, 1982. Today the Institute is
established in Spain, Argentina, Mexico and Peru.
On May 11, 1958 D. Angel was consecrated as
Auxiliary Bishop of Oviedo where he was entrusted
with the Pastoral Visitation of a good part of the
Archdiocese. After one year he was transferred to
Tudela, administered by the Archbishop of Pamplona
(Navarra). This continued for ten years and it was a
hard test that the Bishop passed by living what he said
on many occasions: “IT IS THE LORD”. His faith
made possible for him to be always joyful even to the
point of living his joy with a vow. In 1969 he presented his resignation as Bishop in Tudela and returned
to La Bañeza, dedicating himself to the Institute he
had founded.
On July 2, 1972 the Lord called Don Angel for
the definitive encounter with Him. His funeral was
celebrated with the attendance of innumerable
people. His body was buried in the church of Santa
María in La Bañeza. A phrase on his tombstone summarizes his life: “he passed through life doing good”.
On the 12th of October of 1995, feast of Our Lady
of Pilar, the Process of Canonization began. The initial stage of the process concluded on May 1, 1997,
the 40th Anniversary of the foundation of the Apostolic Missionaries of Charity.

